Sheridan NRP Committee Meeting Notes – November 17, 2009
Attending: Susan Kulstad, Stacy Sorenson, Mike Romens,  Diane Hofstede, Bill Prince, John Akre
Traffic calming – 5th St. NE bicycle boulevard – John attended a planning ride and discussed the possibility of SNO contributing some of its traffic calming funding to help pay for a pushbutton overhead semaphore crossing at Broadway. This will be something to work on for 2010.

13th Avenue Art Sign for Broadway – Susan and Mike are working to get on the St. Anthony West neighborhood agenda.

Housing brochure – Nate brought a copy of the brochure to the last SNO meeting – people gave feedback.

Bike Racks along 13th Avenue  - There has been a positive reaction to them. There is money to fund up to 20 more. Mike is working on this with Duro, the maker/installer of the racks.

Lighting for 13th Avenue municipal parking lot – Mike is working on this as well. The major issue to solve is who will pay for the ongoing operating costs of the lighting. The agreement that established the lot states that the “landlord” pays for the operating costs, which are estimated to be $500 a year. The neighborhood groups cannot pay for ongoing operating costs. The school board is not willing to pay those costs. Mike raised the issue to the Council Member. Tree work will be done next week – cleaning up trees growing in the fence.

Streetlights for 13th Ave. – Susan asked Bill Prince of Public Works to review the entire process to get pedestrian level streetlights. After the neighborhood collects 35% of signatures of affected property owners, public works figures out an estimated cost for each property owner and sends out a mailing. If 70% of those mailings come back voting Yes, a public hearing of the Transportation and Public Works Committee would be set up. This Committee will make a recommendation or forward it to the full council. Full council has to approve it. After that vote, public works can create the final plan for work. Susan contacted the Center for Survey Research at University and CURA to find out if 70% is a reasonable return rate to expect from a mailing. The responses she got back said that this policy is virtually impossible. Hofstede suggested sending letter to mayor, city council and public works saying that this is a very high threshold.
Next we discussed the possibility of how we would proceed if we raised all the funding for the project. Prince said that if this happened, we could bypass the assessment process. We are asking the neighborhood to approve funding that would pay for 90% of the cost of the project from NRP funds, which is the maximum that NRP funds can pay for. We discussed some possibilities for the other 10%, including fundraising by SNO, Hennepin County, transit sources, Safety funds, Public Works funds, and stimulus funds. Council Member Hofstede will look into several of these options. \

The NRP Committee will take two issues for a vote at the SNO Meeting on Monday. One would be to vote on allocating up to $196,400 of NRP program income to fund 90% of the project. The other resolution would be that SNO would guarantee the other 10%. If the funding cannot be raised by another source, SNO would commit to raising it.

An example of what the lights would look like was recently installed on Lyndale Ave. So. between 31st and 50th St. We also talked about the age of the streetscape and roadway of 13th Ave., which most likely was completed 45 years ago. Prince will follow up with his supervisor on this change of plans. The committee was excited to find a way to make this project proceed despite a city policy we thought impossible.
Next meeting, Monday, December 14th at the Ritz Theatre lobby at 7 p.m.
Notes written by John Akre

