Sheridan NRP Committee Meeting Notes – May 19, 2008

Attending: Mike Romens, Susan Kulstad, Nate Benton, Stacy Sorenson, Kirsten Rome, John Akre

City of Lakes Community Land Trust. The committee discussed the example of the contract that CLCLT had with the Longfellow Neighborhood. Nate asked about the CLCLT maximum of one point to be paid by the seller. Why is that? Susan asked about searching out neighborhood realtors who might be able to work with bringing this program to artists. There was a discussion of income guidelines. The committee decided to go with a maximum of 60% of Metropolitan Median Income for people to use the program, with preference for 50% MMI. Nate also pointed out maximum purchase price of $240,000 and that it might be too high. Nate pointed out that some of the preferences CLCLT has for housing condition could be addressed by the rehab process too, if all other things work for the home. John will pass down questions and comments to Jeff Washburne at CLCLT so we can have a draft scope of services next month for taking to the SNO board for approval in June. 
Bike rack update – Mike passed out pictures. He has been talking with businesses and has gotten support. Mike will ask the SNO Board to approve allocating all $10,000 from bike amenities fund in Phase I NRP plan for up to 40 bicycle racks for 13th Avenue. Nate had a concern about possible overbuilding. Mike said that city staff said that the street could handle that many racks. Also, these will save newly planted trees from bike parking. The committee reinforced its approval, given at last month’s meeting.
Other Phase II housing programs – GHMC has shot back some questions to the NRP, and that has slowed down the contracts, but those contracts should be done in the next couple weeks. 
Susan prepared a spread sheet showing Phase II Development and Implementation money. We still have $7,000 of Phase I  Oversee Implementation funds unspent. SNO needs to send in a report to the NRP to spend some of the available plan implementation funds. These funds could be used to publish and distribute a regular newsletter.
Stacy reported that the Omnibus tax bill passed by the state legislature yesterday included funding for “neighborhood revitalization purposes” – a possibility of continued NRP funding. Hard work remains to sway local decision-makers to send these funds to neighborhoods. 
Closed GAP program and what to do with the funds. The committee began discussions on how to redirect the funding from the GAP program. They will investigate which housing and business programs were most successful, to possibly redirect these funds in these areas. Other possibilities include providing more funding to the Memorial Park, for 13th Avenue streetscape, and art signage. Over the next couple months the committee will work on a recommendation.
The next NRP Committee Meeting will be at Eastside Neighborhood Services, room 206, on Monday, June 16.
Notes written by John Akre

