Sheridan NRP Committee Meeting Notes – September 21, 2009
Attending: Susan Kulstad, John Akre, Mike Romens
The word back from the lawyer was that we will not be able to do a program to help low income buyers buy down their street lighting assessment for the 13th Ave. streetlights based on the interpretation of the NRP legistlation. Because of that we discussed using our NRP program income to increase the buy-down of the overall funds for the program. We agreed to use $70K of program income to match the $70K of NRP funds to make a total SNO contribution of $140, 000. There is still the possibility that stimulus funds will be available for the project as well, too. Because of the amount of funds that we will be moving, we have to publicly announce it in an ad at least a month before the board meeting to vote on it. The committee decided to ask the SNO Board at the meeting next Monday to approve an ad notifying neighbors that the SNO board would vote on the reallocation at the November SNO Meeting.

Reminders have already gone out to affected property owners about next Monday’s SNO meeting, during which Bill Prince from public works will be able to answer questions about the city’s lighting policies. Susan will give some history about the attempt to establish lights on 13th Ave. 
Susan also pointed out that according to her latest information from Prince, if a neighborhood requests a streetlight project, 70% of owners in the affected area need to reply by mail yes to the project. This is quite unreasonable based on standard survey responses. If the city is doing the lighting project, 51% need to reply no to stop the program.
Bike racks for 13th Ave. - SNO chose to opt out of the city match for the bike rack program for 13th Ave and use its NRP funds to buy the racks directly from the supplier. We waited two years for the city match program to work for us and decided to work without it. We will have additional funds after the racks on 13th are installed so if other businesses are interested we may have funds for racks in other areas. Installation could happen yet this fall. Thanks to Mike Romens for that work.
Housing – brochure work will continue when Nate is back. 
The committee looked at goals set earlier in the year. The other project that we haven’t yet addressed is the art sign to direct people to 13th Avenue. Saint Anthony West has funding for a sign at University and Broadway, as does Sheridan. This will be worked on in upcoming meetings. 
Next meeting, Monday, October 19th at the Ritz Theatre lobby.

Notes written by John Akre

