SNO NRP Steering Committee Notes

Meeting Mon. 03/20/06

SNO Office
Attended:  
John Akre, Susan Kulstad, Stacy Sorenson-NRP, Denise Eloundou-GMHC NE Housing Resource Center

NEXT MEETING MONDAY APR. 17th   

Tonight’s Meeting Features:

· Transit for Liveable Communities Grant is Out w/ Meetings 4/10 & 11

· Housing

· Draft Phase II Plan – Environment, Youth, All Due to John ~March-end.

PEDESTRIAN & TRANSIT GRANT FOR 18TH AV. BIKE TRAIL, ETC. IS OPEN NOW

John announced that grant funding for 4 test areas to see if alternative transport to cars can be increased is now open for proposals.  See Transit for Livable Communities, www.TLCMinnesota.org .  Meetings will be held April 10-11.  

This grant is the presumed funding source for the 18th Avenue Bike Trail, and could be tapped for Marshall & 13th “Arts” Avenue.  North and Northeast have been recognized as neighborhoods with fewer transit lines and thus ripe for this test funding.  John plans to attend the meeting. 

HOUSING

We reviewed Paul’s draft (he couldn’t be there) with Denise’s expertise there.  Discussion is reflected below, and the group suggest the following revisions (weren’t enough draft copies for notetaker, who is flying blind, so contact John if need clarification):

· Goal 1 & Strategy 1:  Rework the goal to address affordable, sustainable artist housing for the Arts District, and live-work space.  Group discussed that much exterior fixing up has successfully occurred in Sheridan, & now our main thrust needs to shift, probably to: 1) sustainability for the Arts District and artists; and 2) sustainable affordability for new immigrants.  A place where people can live AND work.  In strategy 1, narrow the scope of the existing program with eligibility for creating Live-Work Spaces, whether owner or rental with owner’s okay.  In the “Comments” remark that SNO will revisit the guidelines.

· Strategy 2:  Say, ‘Continue funding as in Phase 1.’  Make it for interior as well as exterior work.  Budget for same amount, but roll all pieces that get $15K at 4% into a single strategy and note that SNO needs to revisit the guidelines.  Set forth amount of remaining Phase 1 funds, and answer, ‘does it need Phase II funds?’  This would be helpful background for the entire housing section.

· Strategy 3:  Fold this into Strategy 1, and note need to ‘Revisit guidelines.’

· Strategy 4:  Clarify with language something like “Continue Phase 1” home-buyer assistance program for this deferred loan if income at or below 80% of area median.

· Strategy 5:  Say something like “Establish an income-based incentive program for enhancing residential home security, including the new ‘Lights On Sheridan’ lighting program.”  (See Crime & Safety draft.)  Group recommends a 20% incentive rebate upon installation.

· Other – Land Trust Encouragement:  Work into strategies for single family home rehab deferred loan at $10K if home is in land trust, thus sustainably kept affordable.  Eventual development of guidelines will need involvement of Jeff Washburn.  Currently $5K deferred loan.

►
ALSO ADD INTO ARTS DISTRICT STRATEGIES:  as new development criterion to build partial or complete development as sustainable land trust.  Will need Jeff Washburn involvement.  (Susan)

· Other 2 – Live-Work Space Availability Web Site:  NEHRC already helps locate affordable housing, using HousingLink.org & HUD’s list.  This service & link could be used to help locate live-work space.  This should be a SNO strategy, per discussion at last meeting.

DRAFT PHASE 2 PLAN STATUS & NEXT STEPS

We now have drafts for every topic except YOUTH and ENVIRONMENT.  John will pull together a ‘Summary of Phase 2 Plans – A Draft’ for printing & availability at SNO’s April Annual Meeting.  This means drafts need to be to John no later than the 1st week of April to give him time to pull this off.  Group discussed holding a Saturday morning neighborhood meeting on June 10th to review our plans for final comments, then submission to the Board.  Recognizing that Beth has been tossed into the frying pan on Environment, we brainstormed an outline of strategies for this topic:

Environment:

· Green design standards (Susan will draft as plan appendix)

· River park

· 18th Avenue Greenway – note grant funding (1st item in these notes)

· Rain Gardens (see Fulton Neighborhood program in their NRP plan on NRP web site)

· Pedestrian Improvements to 13th Avenue & Riverway

· Increased transit amenities & enhanced bus stops (improvement to bus shelters)

Youth:  Kirsten -- Add to draft a general strategy that SNO supports the efforts of youth organizations.  This way SNO will be able to fund a good proposal if it crops up without amending its plan 1st.

Northrup King:  Susan gave an update of the NK AAP committee plans for the Arts District.  Group discussed what we might want to additionally add into SNO’s plan not covered by NK:

· Pointers to 13th Avenue – will need signs, markers (eg, median at Univ & Broadway)

NEXT STEP & UPCOMING MEETINGS: TOPICS & GUESTS

Meeting Date
Topic
Invited Guests (Partial)

Apr. 17
Prep for Draft Summary at 4/24 SNO 

Annual Meeting


May  22
Prep June 10 Presentation of Proposed

Plan to Neighborhood


June 10 Sat. am
Neighborhood Meeting on Phase 2 Plan


~April
NRP Cmte send draft Ph II plan to Carl Nelson, Green Inst.
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