SNO NRP Steering Committee Notes

Meeting Mon. 11/21/05

SNO Office
Attended:  
John Akre, Susan Kulstad, Paul Ruhland, Kirsten Rome, Chris Koelfgen, Adam Maleitzke, Stacy Sorenson-NRP, Jenny Fortman, Drew, Chip Schilling, Craig Harris, Nick Legeros, and more -- see John Akre’s sign-in sheet for all, apologies for misspellings.

NEXT MEETING DEC. 12th  

A QUICK RUNDOWN ON NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING FOR SHERIDAN 2015  

John Akre introduced Sheridan’s Phase I plan which came with $2M.  For the NRP Phase II plan, Sheridan has $450K with a higher, 70% dedication required for housing projects (leaving approx. ~$100K+ for other neighborhood plans.  While the funding is enabling, the planning together for our neighborhood is important in itself.  

John described the Sheridan study which surveyed businesses on how to improve Sheridan’s business climate (UMN intern ~4 years ago).  The study looked at:  lighting & parking infrastructure, business assistance & networking, marketing, safety.

SNO’s NRP Steer Committee reviewed other plans for ideas effecting Sheridan and for good ideas from other neighborhoods (NEAAP, Above the Falls, City Master Plan, plans of adjacent and other neighborhoods, etc.). For neighborhood input, we hosted a town meeting (3/05), surveyed neighbors, and have been inviting guests in a series of meetings such as tonight’s, for input.  We will be drafting the plan through this winter, seeking comment in the Spring, and presenting it for Board approval at a SNO Annual Meeting about May.

SHERIDAN NEIGHBORHOOD PRIORITIES FOR THE ARTS DISTRICT


Business & Art – Neighborhood Priorities & Other Plan Ideas: A summary of plans for business was presented at the 3/05 town meeting.  John summarized business plans and neighborhood input on priorities for art and business in Sheridan.  Neighborhood survey results were handed out. See summary list attached (handout at meeting).

Arts District: NRP Committee Idea Formulation to Date:  Susan Kulstad described ideas that the NRP committee is considering for public art and strengthening the arts district identity, drawing from neighborhood input and consistent with NEAAP.  See summary attached (handout at meeting).

On rezoning 13th Av. and spurs, Chris indicated 3rd St. wouldn’t want other than residential.  Kirsten and others think 2nd St. would.  Nick asked if rezoning would have any tax advantage  (afterward, Susan asked CPED about this and sent out).  

Overview & Discussion on Street Lights & 13th Av. Scape:  Adam Maleitzke, CURA intern to SNO, introduced his work and contacts with the City to date on 13th Ave. street lighting.  The City currently has a moratorium on street lighting (2 years running), expected to be lifted sometime around Dec. ’05.  Jay Fedeko at Logan Neighborhood said their process with the City for 8 blocks of lighting took from 1998-2003.  Adam described raising ideas and working with the City as “little by little.”  Logan used NRP funds to bring down the fee to abutting properties.  A very ballpark estimate of the asessment might be:  ~$2300 over 20 yrs. =~$115/yr.  McKnight funds such neighborhood projects: 1) for any neighborhood with a corridor along Broadway, and 2) with an arts connection.  The SNO Arts Task Force prefers the lantern style light over the acorn style (2 the City offers).

Group asked about wind or solar power:  If in City right-of-way, City has to approve and be tied in.  The City’s small engineering staff may be unwilling.  SE Como is using a solar firm.  Should be uniform.  

Group asked about lighting at the riverfront park connection:  Park corridor lighting is City Public Works issue, not Parks.  For Grainbelt Phases I & II that receive TIF funding, Adam suggests pushing for the park lighting as part of those developments.

On 13 Ave. Pedestrian-Friendly Furnishing & Environment:  Public Works is involved if on sidewalks.  On Grand Av. in St. Paul, each business entrance has their own sidewalk material.  Businesses are located on 1st floor, residences on 2nd.

Extending Intersection curbs:  Called “Throating” or “bump-out,” this would make intersection smaller and create parking space.  It would provide space for trees, bus shelters, benches and /or planters.  

A Caution from the Group:  street scape runs risk of becoming too “designee.”  Group likes the individual signature of 13th Ave., not interested in conforming to single signage design or design standards.

TOP CHOICES FOR SNO NRP PLAN OF BUSINESS & ARTS FOLKS:  A non-scientific query at the meeting of top choices, with discussion mixed in, is:

1 Signage – that will steer outsiders from I-94 and Broadway to Arts Avenue and its destinations (and back to I-94).  This is #1, most important.  13th Ave. IS the main street business corridor.  Continuity of signage and lighting.  Avoid “mallism,” uniformity.  Keep basic, single word /destination info with arrow.  On buildings, leave unique to each business.  (Guthrie area example: easy to read for cars & pedestrians.)  Arts Avenue is Sosin to river.

2 Lighting Where Business Located on 13th – Lighting is probably needed for the 13th Ave. corridor, but should be placed away from the several residential stretches to avoid conflict between residents and businesses.  Someone mentioned lighting across the street (e.g., Chinatown-like).  Twinkle lights suggested as an alternative.

3 Continue Exterior 0% Business Improvement Loan Program – Fund needs replenishment funding or a pause until funds loaned revolve back in.  Use this to promote street scape, so that the scape is not overprogrammed, not prescriptive, but could be used for signage, greenery, supplemental building lighting, sidewalk improvements, etc.

4 Promote Businesses Outside the Neighborhood – Business committee tie businesses together with the street.  Ritz as piece of that puzzle.  Form partnerships, intra-business support for things like package evenings (e.g., gallery browse, dinner, theater & coffee), draw on U students thru Daily ads, other.  Need:


A
How to Get People Here: Etch bus shelter map, map stands, shop Arts Avenue, web site: www.ArtsAvenue.org already exists (Drew).


B
Encourage Crawling Along Arts Avenue:  Map on bus shelter, yellow brick road, gallery crawl, neighborhood as adventure, community planting event, etc.

5 Events – Gallery crawl ending in performance, Block party, Art-A-Whirl acoustic Folk, jazz & blues fest.

6 Greenery  -- idea for planted planters from a selection of plant colors as community event.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: TOPICS & GUESTS

Meeting Date
Topic
Invited Guests (Partial)





Dec. 12
Environment, Green Development 

Standards
Green Institute

Jan. 16
Crime & Safety
Carol Osterhuis

Feb. 20
Housing 
NE Housing Resource Center

Mar. 20
River Plan, & Review Initial Draft for Decisions + budgeting 


Apr. 17
Phase II Plan Proposal & 

+ Ads for a Town Meeting


May  22
Presentation of Proposed Plan to Neighborhood  
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